Theoretical and experimental evidence indicates that females copy the mate choice of other females under certain conditions. In all mate choice copying experiments with fish to date, females were allowed to copy the choice of a model female immediately after the focal female had observed a model female interacting with a male. It is not known whether females continue to copy the choice of the model female after a longer interval. We investigated whether sailfin molly females also copy the choice of other females when they are prevented from copying immediately after observing a model female next to a previously nonpreferred male. We performed three copying experiments in which females could copy the choice of the model female immediately after, 1 h after or 1 day after observing the model female next to the previously nonpreferred male. In control experiments, we tested whether females chose consistently when they had no opportunity to copy, and whether females showed shoaling behaviour under these conditions. Females copied the choice of the model female immediately after, 1 h after and even 1 day after the observation of the model female interacting with the previously nonpreferred male. Females chose consistently between males when they had no opportunity to copy, and females did not shoal under these conditions. We conclude that females remember individual males with whom a model female had interacted, even after 1 day.
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Most models of sexual selection assume that females have a genetically based preference for males with specific traits (Kirkpatrick & Ryan 1991; Andersson 1994; Bakker 1999; Iwasa & Pomiankowski 1999) . Female mate choice, however, is a complex process involving not only genetic but also nongenetic factors (Freeberg et al. 1999; ten Cate 2000; Westneat et al. 2000) . Increasing evidence suggests that social factors, such as mate choice copying, influence mate choice decisions (Galef & White 2000; Westneat et al. 2000) . Mate choice copying is defined as nonindependent mate choice in which a female's probability of choosing a given male increases if another female has previously chosen that male (Pruett-Jones 1992). Females copy the mate choice of other females by observing a sexual interaction between a male and a female, then mating with the same male as the observed female did before.
Theoretical studies have investigated how copying could evolve and be maintained in a population (Losey et al. 1986; Wade & Pruett-Jones 1990; Gibson & Höglund 1992; Pruett-Jones 1992; Dugatkin 1996a; Stöhr 1998; Sirot 2001) . Servedio & Kirkpatrick (1996) showed that an allele for copying can spread through a population by indirect selection even when there is mild selection against this allele for copying. Stöhr (1998) and Nordell & Valone (1998) showed in theoretical models that copying would be advantageous if some females had a poor ability to discriminate male quality. Evidence consistent with this notion comes from a mate choice copying experiment in guppies, Poecilia reticulata. Dugatkin & Godin (1993) showed experimentally that smaller females, which might be younger and less experienced in mate choice, copy the mate choice of larger females, which might be older and experienced in mate choice, but not vice versa. In other situations, copying might be advantageous because it reduces mate search time and thus reduces some costs associated with this behaviour (Gibson & Höglund 1992; Stöhr 1998) .
Empirical evidence for mate choice copying exists in several fish species, including the guppy (Dugatkin 1992 (Dugatkin , 1996b (Dugatkin , 1998a Dugatkin & Godin 1992 , 1993 , the Japanese medaka, Oryzias latipes (Grant & Green 1996 ; but see Howard et al. 1998) , the Perugia's lima, Limia perugiae (Applebaum & Cruz 2000) and the sailfin molly, (Schlupp et al. 1994; Schlupp & Ryan 1997; Witte & Ryan 1998 , 2002 
